The Episcopal Diocese of Missouri

Commission on Ministry

Lay Leadership Continuing Education/Formation Grants Guidelines
Assumptions

1. Lay people can, and do, perform important ministry functions in the life of the church, diocese, and congregations. 

2. Rapid changes are occurring in both the nature and content of that ministry.

3. Laity and lay staff are to be encouraged to ‘connect’ with developments that can enhance all involved in Episcopal worship and institutional formation.

4. The continuing education/formation process should be encouraged by the parish and sought by the individual to enhance her/his ministry role locally, regionally, and nationally.

5. Support for this are is a commitment of the diocese as express in the narrative budget: “provide for lay continuing education.” This support starts with congregational provisions (time, resources, commitment) and extends to the diocesan program budget, and beyond.


Application Eligibility

1. Funds are intended for such categories as workshops, seminars, symposia, and innovative programs—generally for organized, scheduled program costs.  

2. Funds are not intended for secular academic degree pursuits, travel expenses for a business/professional meeting, psychotherapy, spiritual direction, and individual spiritual retreats/travels.

3. All laity who are members of congregations in the Diocese of Missouri are eligible to apply for funds.  The grant committee will make an effort to make the available funds serve as many applications as possible each year.

4. Normally, a cap of $500 from the Continuing Education Fund is observed.  The grant is intended to cover between 1/3 and ½ of the total cost of the program.  Grants for programs in the following year cannot be processed until after Diocesan Convention.

Decision and Recourse

1. The grant request should be filed no later than six weeks before the event — following the format on the form designed for the purpose.  It should clearly indicate the reason for participation, i.e., connecting the study proposal to the applicant’s present and ongoing ministry. 

2. Proposal information should include estimated costs including registration/tuition fees, travel, and living expenses and should include the amounts of personal and congregational support.

3. Multi-year, continuing programs funded once are not guaranteed successive year support.

4. One grant per person per year is the norm.

5. Decisions to authorize funding are made by a three-member committee of the Commission on Ministry.  An appeal of their decision may be made to the full Commission through its Chair.

6. Recipients are expected to evaluate the event and provide a short summary and/or recommendation. Evaluations and summaries/recommendations should be sent to choehn@diocesemo.org.


The Episcopal Diocese of Missouri, Commission on Ministry


Lay Leadership Continuing Education Grant Application Form

Name:
                                                                                                                                               

Address: 

Description of present position (title, responsibilities, etc.):  
                                                            

Program and dates for which funds are requested:  (Please include with this application any materials you may have about the program.  Use reverse side if necessary.)  
                                     

Your reasons for choosing this program.  How does it fit into your continuing education plan?
                                                                                          

Program Expenses:

Conference Fee



Travel



Lodging



Total




Funding Sources:

Cont. Ed. Fund Request



Congregational Support*



Personal Contributions*



Other Funding Sources



Total



*If there are special circumstances that you wish to mention, please attach a note.

Attach any other information that may help in evaluating your application.  You may reproduce this application electronically.  Please send completed applications and supporting materials by mail to Cory Hoehn, Continuing Education Grant, Offices of the Bishop, 1210 Locust St., St. Louis, MO 63103, by fax to 314-231-3373, or by email to choehn@diocesemo.org.
